Hampden Town Hall
notes century of service

The Hampden Town Hall near
Columbus in Columbla County,
built in 1870, has beeninuse con-
tinuously .for a cenlury of lown
meetings, elections, community
meetings, and In early years, for
church services: and funerals,

Emil Eggert, one of the oldest
Hampdenites, recalls that the
town hall was once used for
church services, His oldest sis-
ter, Ida Eygert; and his oldest
brother, Albert Eggert werebap-
tized and confirmed in the Hamp-
den Town Hall as shown on their
baptism and confirmation certifi-
cates Issued almost a centuryago
and still In Eggert’s possession,

He remembaers, too, the wood-
en benches that are built to ex-
tend across the room facing the
podium for meetings and church
services, '"At that tlme,'’ Eggert
says, ‘‘the building was heated
with a pot belly wood burning
stove,” In recent years the old

"wood burning stove has been re-
. placed .with an oil burning heat-

er."

In the early years the bulld-
ing was lighted with lanterns
and oll burning lamps, but about
30 years ago they were replaced
with electric lights,

According to records, church
services were held in the lown
hall when a traveling preacher,
who rode horseback around his
circuit, not oniy preached on
Sunday, he also united people
in marriage, baptized babies and
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The Hampden Town Hall, built 100 years ago is
still serving the township of Hampden.
—Register photo by Mrs. Walter Bock

buried the deceased with ser-
mon, prayer and eulogy.

. The Hampden Cemetery, adja-
cent to the town hall, has been
in existance for more than a
century, and many prominent
Hampdenites were lafd to rest on
this beautiful prairie spot be.
tween CTH K and N,

One of the older monuments
shows Melissa, the wife of E.J,
Morse, died Feb, 28, 1830, The
Willlam A, Roys family monu-
ment shows he was born 1802
and died in 1843, His son, Da-
vid- E. was born in 1841 and died
1842, Other prominent Hampde-

"nites names on monuments In-

tgalf: u-?uf:?ert ’ Bush, SoFalg-
] otson, Hasey, Soward,
Tomkin, McBurnie Smith and
many other families. On large
tombstone Is simply marked, Su-
san J, Parker died Dec, 3, 1863,

A monument erected for N, H,
Bock shows he was born in Han-
sver, Germany, He was born in
1819 and dled in 1883, He was a
veterinarian and was killed when
ho was kicked In the face by a
horse he was treating, N.H, Bock
was a grandfather of the lale
Valter E, Bock of Columbus,

The graves of Israel C, Brew-
er 1797-1873 and his wife, Sally
B, 1801-1884 are marked by a
fine monument erecled for them
by their great grandson, Calvin
Coolldge, while he was Presi
dent of the United States,

After a century of constantuse

the Hampden Town Hall is still’

used for electlons and a com-
munity center..

Arora Meland was town clerk
of several years In the Town of
Hampden. When she recently

moved to her home on Spring
street in Columbus, Mrs, Carl
(Dorothy) Hermanson was elect-
ed clerk,

A communily club knownas the
Happy Hearts Club holds monthly
meetings from September to May
in the town hall and Fred Hub-
bard, a former farmer in the town
of Hampden, says he and his fam-
ily have been attending the Hap-
py Hearts Club for the past 29
years and he thinks the communi-
ty club was In existance long be-
fore that time,

The cuntury old bulldlng neods
new steps and some repalr, but it
Is still a [ine center for com-
munlly card partles and soclal
as well as clvic life,
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S. Green, C. G. Lathvop, Mr. Mavshall, L M. & Maxon, Bara Tneker, James Lamson, R.
Franghen, Willlam Averith, & 1. Brown, Williin Sievens, 1D, Lewis, E. WL Stevens, J. O,
Aspinwall, A Hitcheoek. J. Searles, W. Sturecss. 80V R. Shepherd, €. L. Shepherd, A.
Hamilton, J. & Bolron. JJ. 12 Grant. AL 00 Beill, W EL Randelph, C. D, Cook and ©. A, Stoek-
well have served the chinreh as Pustors.  In Maveh. 1830, the membership of the church was
ninety-five, with 3. I, Bronson, Ree. Sceward: John Favdell, H. 8. O Brion, J. & Rabeock
and Gredrge Kirk, Stewards; J. IT 1askin, 118 0" Bron, 1. C. Glendenning, A. Horton. J.
3. Babeoek and B, Babeuck, Trustees. l

First Regular Buptist: Church and Socivin —"The  frst preaching by a minister of the
Baptist. Church in this vieinity, was in 1817, Ellers Green and Reed being the pioncer preachers.
A church wng also organized about this time. A legal organization was eflected March 13,
1867, under the name, * Fivst Regular Baprist Church and Society,”  ‘Che first Trusiees were
H. C. Brace. J. A, Franklin, L. B. Reed. Loval Movton, Peacon: H. L Brace, Cleck, Tn
1868, a bhouse of waorship, 38x00 fect, was erected at a cost of §3.000,  Those servine the
church ns Pastors from 1347 to 1580, were Elders Green, Reed, Wade, Jones. Jeifrevs. Mora.
dith, Chapin, Langridge, Gorman and Pickering.  [n 1377, H. C. Brace and A, M. Hastings
were etected Trustees, and in 1879, James Randoiph, 1 C. Thomas, M. A. Franklin and F.
Qliver were added to the numbee. M. 1L Bender. Deacon and Clerk.

TOWN ol HAMPDEN,

The first settler in the town of Hampden was AMved Taplilf, who lagated there May 1,
1844, Lewis and Landy Sowards, with theiv Famnelics, arvived there some four or five weucks
later. J. E. Taight and family arrived in the autumn of the same vear.  What is now the
county of Columbin was, in that year, mostly anuminbabived wilil. Fort Winneliago, Dekarra,
and some cight or ten fwnilies in Columbus amd Fountaiw Praivie, then constituted nearly the
entire'populaticn of the county. The fivst settlers of Hampden had to go to Aztalan Post
Offige; 'n distance of thirty miles, fov their letrers and papers. - Most articles of provisions were

* procured st Miliwaukee, a distange of sevenry miles. The road then traveled to Milwaukee was
by way of Aztalan, and thence through the dense and nearly uninhabited.forest of Rock River
woods for eighteen milcs, over o track that wns hardly pnssable, vequiring five or six days to
makg thie journey to Milwankee and retwrn.  ‘Lho country in all divections was without réads
excepting the Indian trails) and all vivers and brooks without bridges, in this or adjacent towns,

bo'lruvc%cr had to search in il divections to find a place where he could possibly cross the
streams and marshes and then to find himself in a situation from which, with the ntmost diffR-
culty he could extricate himself and reach the opposite shore. This difficulty was much in-
creased by therains which were of such frequent occurrence during the summer and September
of that year. The marshes, which were the dependence of the settlers for hay to winter their
stock, were so filled with water that Iy could not be procuved from them umil Getober, when
the grass was so injured by frosts as to make the hay of diminished value, and a consequence
was that quite a'proportion of the enttle died diring the winter following for want of suitable
food to sustain them. .

The year 1845 afforded some adititions to the papulation, but they were mostly rransient
settlers who have leng Left for other {oenlitivs. , .

In 1848, tke brothers, Elijah and Pevey Liee. with their families, and Mrs. Roys and her
son, Clarendon Roys and brothers, and Moessrs. Ilenry Clark, Thenras Smith and Renjamin
Chasé, arrived and located in the town. A scttlement of Norwegians was also made in the
southwest guarter, nnd a setilement of Germans in the ssntheust quarter of the town.

The town of Hampden is bounded on the cast by Columbus, on the west by Leeds. on the
north!.by Otsego, and on the sauth by Dane Countv. Before the organization of the county
into towns it was in the third clection precinet composid of Townships 10 and 11, Range 11
the place of voting being at'the house of Landy _L"'%i\:'::.n_ls,‘xl|e Judges of Election being Jenathan
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i E Halght. a.nd Sowards and Henry Pellet. The precinet was known as Dyersburg, so= - 7%
mlled in honor o syne B. Dyer, the first settler of Otsego, and first Clerk of the Bo-ud of ‘
Counr.y Commissicners. In 1349, Township 10, Range 11, was organized into & town to which -
fas given the name of Hampden, and the house belonnnw to Cornwall Esmond, situated on the
rthwest coraer of Section 13, designated as the phce for holding the first election. i
i :Among other early settlers of the town were Danigl Soward, Clarenden Roys, Benjamin-
nse, Mr. “Tillotsdn, Henry R. Clark, Clark Huzard, James ifontrromn v, Jonathan E. Haight,
«\'ﬂhnm K. Custer, Jobn A. I‘mnkhn, Lymen Morse and John Derr.
d A'fred Tophﬂ'munht the first school in the town un Section 11, in 1847.
”1 § ! Rev. Reuben Bates, u pioneer Methodist preacher, was the first 6 proclaim the Gospel lere,
tngh previously Rev. Edward Smith preached the funernl sermon of My, Douglas in June,
'13 1845. In 1846, at the house of Mr. Morris, he delivered his first discourse.

Jha [n 1857, the Town Board purchased of Samucl Sinith a fraction over two acres off Se’ctaon
§:for a place for the burial of the dead.
1i;'= ‘The town in 1865 erected a tomfortable town hall, 26x385 feet in size. Mere town meet-
ngs are held, and the hall has also been used for religious and educational purposes.
. A post office was established near the center of the town in 1847, and AL Topliff made
Pos‘ma.ster He was succeeded by Benjamin Chase, Lloyd Newcomb and William Bradley.
‘About 1885, the office was discontinued, but re-cstablished in 1877, and Halver Halverson made
i3 Dostmaster.
. Among the principal fuarmers prior to 1856, might be mentioned Clarendon Roys, Henry
R C!ark lark Hazard, Eli Sowards, Daniel Sowards, C. C. Tillotson, 1. S Roys James ~
sMouLgomery,E Faxrbanks—f.:.mes H. Sutton, John Terr r, Peter Hanson, O. J. Oleson ll.lld E.
] A Knudson.
- About the year 1368, E. Fairbanks began to give prLl!‘L] attention to the uupmvunem ol' '
Al atile and sheep.  His herds of Durham cattle and merino sheep, between the ycars 1868 and :
ﬂr830 have been exhibited at county, district and State Fairs, with 1csult;ﬁh:whly 5.msf‘actory e
s t‘o their owner, -~ The example of Mr. Fairbanks lias been imnitated by other farmers in the il 3
‘ {Hlitown.  Seversl fing horses were :mpoxtcd from France, in 1875, by sn association formed in the"s "'
|
|
|
|
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i The town of Hampden is largely rolling prairie in the western and central portions, the ; -':_
pmne connecting by & narvow strip with that of Fountain Praivic and Columbus. In the
gouthwest there are small tamarack marshes. The town lies upon the eastern slope of the divid- .
ing ridge, and thus rises rapidly from east to west.  In the lower portions on the cast line, the |
tude § is 320 to 350 feet; whilst on the west side, it is 400 to 500 feet. In the southeast is

h ground, continuous with that in’ southwest Columbus. The town lies on' the southern .
undary of the county, in the southeastern part, by which'it is separated from the town of

Bristol, in the county of Dane. - It is about twenty miles southesst of the city of Portage, and

f ilno“n a3 Townshlp 10 north, of Range 11 east. The town js wntered by .a small snenm that_i
ows r.brouah it from west to east—an .Lf}luenr. of the C:.n\ Ash l{n er. N

i-' The following is a list of town oﬂicers from the organization of the town to the present E
imer- i
i1 1849—-—W11ham K. Custer, Chairman; Nelson B. Lloyd, George D. Mead, Supervisors
:Tohn A. Franklin, Clerk ; Lyman Morse, Treasuter; Enoch Pnlver, “Assessor, '
il 1850—=Eljj ah Lee, Chmrmnn James \Iontaomuy Cephas Tillatson. Supervisors ; Thomas S
B Haslam ClerL, Albert Pease, l‘reasmer Jonathan I. IHaight, James H. Sutton Albert
i ) Wllkms. Auessors : '
" 1851-Elijsk Lee, Chairman; Henry R. Clark, James Montgomery, Supervisors; |
ThomasB Hu.sl'lm Clerk; Albert Pctse Treasurer ; Eura Mead, Assessor. Coe
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. HISTORY OF COLUMRIA COUNTY 437

1
on the northwest quarter of Scction 15, was designated as the place for
holding the first eleetion.
There is some difference of opinion as to the origin of the name. © .
It is known that several of the most substantinl ol the carly scttlers \
were Englishmen. The fame of the great English patriot, John Ilamp- e
den, was naturally dear to them, and especially to Thomas I3. aslam,
town clerk for n number of the carlier years of the locul government
" and otherwise identificd with the general progress of this seclion of
the county.

IMinst Schoar,
s v
My, Toplilf taught the first seliool in the tawn on Section 171, in 1817,
A postofiice was established near the center of the town in the siame year.
Among the best-known farmers who came prior to 1836 may e men-
tioned Clarendon Roys, Henry R. Clark, Clark Hazard, Eli Sowards,
Danicl Sowards, C. C. Tillotson, T. 8. Roys, Jnmes Mofigomery, B.
Feirbanks, James H. Sutton, John Derr, Peter Hanson, Q. 1. Oleson and

E. Knudson. l

IxTRODUCTION OF FINE STOCK

to the improvement of cattle and sheep. His herds of Durhnin cattle
and merino sheep were exhibited at county, district and state fairs
for years afterward and won fame and all kinds of rihhons. Several
fine horses were imported from Franee in 1875 by a town associntion,
and later considerable atteution was given to the improvement and
raising of swine,

. About the yenr 1863 Mr. Fairhanks hegan to give speeinl attention




HAMPDEN CENSUS OF 1850

Compiling a list of persons residing in Hampden from the
census record was a difficult task due to various types of hand-
writing and the errors in spelling. These records cannot be
accepted as totally accurate since some census takers spelled
the names of families phonetically and not as actually spelled

by the family. Another factor for inaccuracy was due to the
fact that some people may have been omitted because they were
not at home when the census taker came. However, despite imper-

fections, the census records give a fairly accurale idea of who
some of the [irst settlers of Hampden Township were.
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Household ; Age Sex Occupation Place of Birth
John Shanklin 29 M Farmer Ohio
Mrs. Lucy Shanklin 26 F ' North Carolina
Daniel B. Shanklin 5 M North Carolina
Harry H. Shanklin 3 M North Carolina
David Shanklin 3 mo. M Wisconsin
Mary A. Young 21 F Housekeeper New York
A. Haskins 23 M Farm laborer Massachusetts
John Beard ' 23 M Farm' laborer New York
Francis Smith 21 M Farmer . Germany
Mrs. Sarah Smith 20 F Germany
Dorothy Smith 50 F Germany
Christian Smith 45 M Germany
George Undone 49 M Farm laborer Germany
Frederick Smith 4o M Farmer Germany
Mrs. Margaret Smith 28 F Germany
Linda Smith 2 F Wisconsin
Thomas Smith 4o M Farmer England
Mrs. Rhoda Smith 24 F . New York
Sarah Larca 15 F Housekeeper New York
Samuel Smith 41 M Farmer England
Daniel Soward 26 M Farmer " QOhio-
Mrs. Sophia Soward 28 F Ohio
Marion Soward y M Wisconsin
Ransom J. Soward 2 mo. M Wisconsin
Joseph Synder 14 M Farm laborer Germany
Cephaz C. Lillatson 31 M Farm laborer New York
Mrs. Eileen C. Lillatson 2l F New York
Emma J. Lillatson 2 F Wisconsin
David Lillatson 3 mo. M Wisconsin
Elva Soward ' 34 M Farmer Chio
Mrs. Louisa Soward 33 F Ohio
Darwin Soward 8 M Illinois
Amanda Soward 5 F Wisconsin
Eli W. Soward 3 M Wisconsin
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Household Age Sex Occupation Place of Birth
Landy J; Soward 43 M Farmer Virginia
Mrs. Mary Soward 33 F Ohio
William P. Soward 15 M Ohio
Elizabeth Soward 11 = Ohio
Eli J. Soward 9 M Ohio
Sophia Soward 7 o Ohio
Sarah Soward 5 ¢ Wisconsin
Silas Soward 2 M Wisconsin
William G. Soward 23 M Farm laborer 1Illinois
Abel Van Burkirk 19 M tarm laborer Obhio
Susan Soward 51 F Virginia
Levi.Soward 19 M Farmer Illinois
Lewis Soward 17 M Illinois
Susan Soward 16 £ Illinois
Rhoda Soward 14 F Illinois
Adam Snyder 3y M Farmer Germany
Mrs. Barbara Snyder 35 F Germany:
Joseph Snyder 1y M Germany
Peter Snyder 11 M Germany
Sophia Snyder 2 F Wisconsin
James H. Sutton 38 M Farmer New York
Mrs. Jane Sutton 38 F New York
Abraham S. Sutton 16 M New York
George A. Sutton 14 M New York
John J. Sutton 12 M New York
Daniel J. Sutton 10 M New York
Fletcher Sutton 7 M New York
Frederick Suttcon 4 M New York
Rachel Sutton 5 r Wisconsin
Ellen M. Sutton 3 F Wisconsin
Saber G. Sutton 1 M Wisconsin
John Trapp Lo M Farmer Germany
Mrs. Margaret Trapp o F Germany
Frederick Hamel 16 M Germany
Andreas Rosenberg 9 M Germany
Alfred Topliff 51 M Farmer Massachusetts® -
Mrs. Mary Topliff L9 3 Massachusetts
Julia G. Topliff 25 F Massachusetts
Mary S$. Topliff 23 [ Massachusetts
Henrietta Topliff 13 o New York
Lindsay Wakiman 138 M Farm laborer New York
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Hlslory of the Town of Hampden
'hd first settler in the town of - Hamp.
was-Alfred Topliff,. who located in

thattown May 1 .1844. Lewisand Lao-
dy Sowards, with theiwr families, arrived
there some four or five weeks Ia.t.er J.
E. Haight and family arrived in the au-
tumn of the same year. What is now
the county of Columbia was, in that
year mostly an uninbabited wild. " Fort
Witnebago, Dekorta and some eight or
ten familigs io- Columbus and Fountain
Prame. then constltuted nearly ‘the en-
x population of ths county. The first
tlers of Hampden had.tp go to Axta-
lan P. O. a distance of 30 miles, for
their letters and papers. Most articles
of provisions were obtained at- Milwan-
kee, a distance of 70 miles..  The road
then traveled to Milwaukee was by way
qztulan and thence through the dense
uniobabited forest of Rock river
woods for 18 miles over a track that was
hardly passable and requiring five or six

days to make the journeysp Milwaukee '

and return. . The'country’in «all direc-
tions was without-roads (excepting the
lndian trails) and 8ll rivers and brooks
without bridges, in thisor adjacent totns
Tho traveler had to searchiin all dn'ecS
tions to find a place where ha could, pos-
gibly cross the streams and marshes and
then to find himself in & situation from
- which, with the utmost difficulcy he could
extricate himself and reach the opposite

shore, This dlﬁcuity was much i mereas.
ed by the rainsof such futuré "ob-

currence duriug the summer ,and Sep-
tember of that yesr. Tho marshes
. which was the dependencs of the settlers
for hay to winter their stock, was so fill:
"ed with water that hay could ot be pro-
oured from them uptil Octobet, when the

grass was so injured by fro st a5 to make.

the hay of diminished value, .and -the
consequeuce wag, that quite a proportion

of the cattle died during the winter fol-,

lowing for the want: of smtable food- to,
sustain thém.

The year 1845 afforded some additions
to the population,, but thay mostly tran-
silent settlers who ha.ve Igng since left:
t‘or other localities : |

In 1848 the. brochera Elgah aud Perrv
Lee, with their families, and Mrs. Royw:
‘and her son Clareudon Ro s and brothers
and Messrs. Heory -Clark;' Thomas

Smith, end Benj. Chase arrived and Ilo.

cated in the town. A settlemeént ot Nor-
wegians was also made in the south-
west quarter, and a settlément of Qer-
mans in the. squth. east quarter of tha
towa, . * - .0 .

§
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26 THE FAMILY TREE OF
CHAPTER IV.

THE FIRST PLATTING OF COLUMBIA COUNTY.

The county of Columbia having been set off from Pont:zgc Coun;i
by act of the Legislature approved Feb. 3 1846, an election was heh
April 1st of that year in the several precincts of the couaty for 't e

election of such officers as the act provided for t'hnt the county mlg.,rht
: be fully organized on the 1st day of May following. At that election

Solomon Leach, John Q. Adams and John Langdon _were e]ef'ted

County Commissioners. The records of their first meeting are given

herewith.
PART L

At a meeting of the County Commissioners held at the house of El-

bert Dickason on the 16th day of July, A. D. 1846, after severally

taking the oath required, the board was organized by calling Solomon

Leach to the chair. Present: Solomon Leach and jol‘m Q. A_damS.
(Mr. John Langdon who had been elected as a commissioner did not

0
appear.) It was resolvec ‘
i i o y ing at the
_ That that portion of Columbia County commencin he
nolrtheast cornerp(?f said county embracu{xg to“'n;'hmshl‘_\;ie‘!;em;l :2::-
range twelve, and all that part of townships d ]
iiirr‘l ?xfmgeilavon. lying east of the section line between ﬁ;[:‘r;d 15::.,
be set off in a precinet to be known by the name of ‘l.h'c_ “ccy“ -
cinct' and that Nathan Griffin, James Buoy .an(l i-.rb\mh_ld :t Pe
judges of election in sairl precinct, said election to be he
house of Oliver Langdon.
This precinct embraced all of the present towne of' Randolph, Co?rti‘:mld,
Springvale and Scott except the west tier of sections in Scottand Springvale.

2. That that portion of said county embraced in townships ten

and_eleven in range twelve to compose # precinct to 'I);: kuown[m';\ tl;g
“(Columbus Precinct,”” elections to be h.eld at the l?-ui?el;) & L2
Birdsey and that Asa Proctor, J. T. Lewis and Jeremia ra

judges of said election,
This precinct embraced all of the present towns‘o _
Prairie, and the city of Columbus and village of Fall River.

i ¢ » Ay - a pre-

townships ten and eleven of range eleven compose
cir::;:t ;I;ht:: known 'bF:' the name of **Dyers Buz;:h l'reclnc(ti Jand :l:‘:r:
the elections be held at the house of Landy Sovwards, an % ona_nct
E. Haight and Henry Pellet be the judges ot ¢ ection in said precinct.

This precinct embraced the present towns of Otsego and Hampden tmdf the
- village of Rio except a small portion of the village which was detached from
Lowrille.

leven range ten
7 t town ten, range ten, south half of town e a
an.‘tj eazit";:alf of towr'a ten range nine compose a precinct to be known

{ Columbus and Fountain

. )
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by the name of **Lowville Precinct,’ elections to be held at the house
of Jacob Low and Wm. H. Young, Henry Herring and Stephen Bray-
ton be judges of election in eaid precinct.

This precinct embraced all of the present towns of Leeds, the south half of
Lowville, and the east half of Arlington.

5. That west half of town ten range nine, town ten range eight,
fractional town ten range seven compose a precinct to be known by
the name of ‘*Pleasant Valley Precinct'’ and Marston Bartholomew,
Anaron Chalfant and J. Ma{nard be judges of said election: elections
to be held at the honse of Marston Bartholomew.

This precinct embraced the present town and village of Lodi, the west half
of Arlington and the town of West Point, but the fractional part of town ten
range six was not inclnded.

6. That townships eleven, ranges eight and nine, and the south
half of town twelve range nine, and all that partof town twelve range
eight lying south of the Baraboo River compose a precinct to be
known by the name of the *Dekora Precinct:” elections to be held at
the house of LaFayertte Hill, and Joshua W. Rhodes, John Springer
and Thomas Swearingen be judges of election in said precinet.

This precincet embraced all of the present town of Dekorra. the south half
of Pacific and all of Caledonin lying south of the Baraboo River. The name
was spelled as it appears on the diagram, **Dekora.”’

7. That all that part of town twelve north of the Baraboo River.
and town thirteen, and fractional town fourteen range eight: town
thirteen and north half of twelve range nine, compose a precinct to
be known as the **Winnebago Portage Precinct:” elections to be
held at the house of Gideon Low, and that Richard F. Veeder, Daniel
D. Robertson and Heury Merrell be judges of election in this pre-
cinet,

The resolution establishing this precinet appears to have been defective in
including fractivunl toru fourteen range eight. Town fourteen was not a
part of Columbia County: doubtless fractional town thirteen ranges
six and seven wias meant. The Menominee* Indian iands in town thir-
teen remained a part of Portage County. [t is doubtful if anvthing more
than the Grignon traet, in the city of Portage, and that portion of Fort Win-
nebago lying cast of the Fox River was rightfally included within this pre-
cincet. '

8. That townships thirteen and twelve and the north half of town
eleven range ten and one tier of sections on the west side of towns
twelve and thirteen range eleven compose n precinct to be known by
the name of the **Wyocnia Precinet ;" elections to ba held azt the
house of Elbert Dicknson, and Charles Spear. Darius Bisbee and
Harvey Bush be judges of election in said precinct.

*The name of this tribe of Indians has been spelled in many ditferent ways.
In preparing the maps which appear herein. the local method in most com-
mon use, **Menomonie,”’ was followed. Since the maps were engraved a
bulletin has come to.my knowledge showing the manner in which the Bn-
reau of American Ethnoiogy and the Indian Bureau have agreed upon a sys-
tem for the spelling of Indian names, and that for the tribe mentioned will be

* followed in these pages, viz: *‘Menominee.”

fff;{:m I‘+££ -\?;rm:‘:/l::'f 7;'-;':" 5},’; é"k {q;l.' 'IM"‘ " C-/h: rc_zz f—
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~ The names of the Hampdeﬂ Civil War Veterans have been alpha-
betically arranged by Regiments and Companies. There may be

. dome errvors which often are hard to overcome. Many of the old

military records had misspelled names and some records contradicted

each other, This 1list is as accurate as I could obtain under the

circumstances. (Author)

HAMPDEN CIVIL WAR VETERANS BY COMPANY AND REGIMENT

Private larcus ¥. Burk
Enlisted February 8, 1864, wounded at ¥ilderness,
Virginia; mustered out with the Veterans Reservo

Corps, August 16, 1865,

Privagglgri F. Laskey . E
sted July 15, 1861, wounded at Gainsvi
Died of wounds Oétober’lB, 1862 at Alexzzdiig;

Virginia.

Comvany H = 15th Wisconsin Infantry Regd
. I giment
. (Knovn as the Norwegian Reg,ﬁ.ment)TI

2nd Lieutenant John L. Johnson . '
Enlisted January 17, 1862, resigned May 15, 1862,

' Privagglfnfind Thompson
sted Novenmber 1 1
Fobrusey 13, 1865, 5, 1861, mustered out of duty

Comvany D ~ 16th Yisconsin Infantry Regiment
own as the "Hanchettville Union Guards")

Captain Edwin B. Roys
Enlisted October 3, 1861, womoted to 1st Lieut '
) enant
oo - November 27, 1861, pro:o%ed to Captain April 12
‘ 1862, resigned November L, B62. ) ’

% 'Private Darwin B. Sowvards
?g%ésted October 14, 1861, discharged Septembver 6,

Privagglirederick Holf
sted October 12, 1 .
unavailable. y 1861, other 1nformatiop

. » Company T - 18th Wisconsin Inf ‘
- Infantry Re
"(Known as the "Lewis Rangers'") Y 2emment

' Capta%gllra H. Ford
isted August 6, 1861, promoted 1
st Lieutenant
November 15, 18§1) tgggﬁ prisoner at the Battle

A Chilan Aoz
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. " " Private Ira Dearborn :
Enlisted August 14, 1862, taken wisoner July 16,

1863, mustered out of duty July 4, 1865.

Private Joseph S. Edwards
: Enlisted August 14, 1862, wounded at Blakely,
mustered out of duty July 4, 1865.

Private Frederick Hines
Enlisted August 14, 1862, mustered out of duty

July 4, 1865,

Private VWilliam Holshutter
Enlisted August 13, 1862, wounded at Jacmson,
-Mlississippi, mustered out of duty July 4, 1865.

‘Private Elijah Hotaling
Enlisted August 13, 1862, wounded and taken prisoner
at Sabine Cross Roads. Mustered out of duty,
July 24, 1865,

Private Charles A. Hoyt
Enlisted February 18, 1864, Transferred to 35th
Infantry Regiment on July 1, 1865.

.\ =
SR

.‘ Private Mathias L. Johnson
.-Enlisted August 15, 1862, died of wounds received
at Arkansas Point, February 5, B863. - .

’ Privata Torbigan G. Oleson
Enlisted August 15, 1862, mustered out of duty
July 4, B65. ;

Private Augustus Peters
Enlisted August 15, 1862, mustered out of duty

o July 4, 1865,

‘ﬁgPrivaee Preston Scwards
Enlisted August 21, 1862, discharged January 17,

11863.

Private David Warner
Enlisted August 14, 1862, died of disease at Young s
Point; Louisiana, on January 14, 1863. -

Company B - 36th Yisconsin Infantry Regiment

Private !{ilner Hawes
| o Enlisted February 25, 864, wounded June 18, 1864,
. Killed in action at Ream's Station, Virginia
on August 25, 1864.

—
—
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Company A - 50th Yisconsin Infantry Regiment

. Private Richard Dent '
Enlisted February 6, 1865, mustered out of duty

February 8, 1866.

Company E - S0th 'isconsin Infantry Regiment

Private Samuel Andrews
Enlisted February 18, 1865, nustered out of
duty October 24, 1865.

Comvany M ~ 1st "Misconsin Heavy Artillery Regiment

Captain Ira H. Ford (See Company I - 18th Regiment).
| Lieutenant Herbert R. Lull (See Company A - 7th Regiment).

%‘ Private Darwin Soward g
Enlisted September 1, 1864, mustered out or duty

June 26, 1865.
Company (Unknown) 4th Wisconsin Ratterv, Light Artillery

¥4Private Marion F. Soward
' Enlisted September 3, 1864; mustered out of duty

.' July 3, 1865.
Company E - 3nd Wisconsin Regiment Cavalry

Corporal Hiram R. Tripp
Enlisted February 14, 1862; transferred to Veterans
Reserve Corps February 1, 1865.

{ﬁ;h Unived States Cavalry - Repular Army

Private Charles H. Hazard:
) Enlisted April 10, 1864 (further details unavailable).

\

Private Orin M, Marsh
Enlisted April 10, 1864 (further details unavailabdle).

Private Daniel W. liarshall
Enlisted April 10, 1864 (further details unavailable).

Private Samuel Umberger
Enlisted February 10, 1864 (further details unavailable).
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H1STORY OF HAMPDEN

NAM)E ONIGING _

Bumpdon w8 numed by Thomas Husloum uller John Hampden whom Lie
yreatly admired: John Hawmpden was a British patriot who resisted
"Charles I's demands for ship money that was not voted by Parllament.
He was prosecuted for his deflance, argued hls own cuse for twelve
days and lost 7-5, but public opinion favored him, He became & membrr

- of the famous long parliament which lasted from 1640 to 1657*. He
was selzed by the kKing, but was released. He died a natural death,

but the king was behedded in 1649,

No information was avallable on Thomas Haslam as to where he
lived or where he is buried, however he did serve as townshlp clerk
for several years. The o0ld schoolhouse on Hasey road was named

"Haslam" so he may have lived near there. '
E#RLY SETTLERS:

First settlersia::theetown was Alfred Topliff whossettled in
Section 11 on May 1. 1844. He was followed that year by Lewis
and Landy Sowards and J.E. Haight. Halght settled on the “farm now
?ﬁﬁﬁRfTT_Ffﬂ—Castieberry. He died in 1873. _

These early settlers had to go to Aztalan (near Lake Mills)
to get their mail and travel to Milwaukee to get thelr provisions.
This was a long hazardous trip over marshes, swamps and sireamz
for there were no bridges.

- This {irst summer of 1844 was very wel and the marsh hay

upon which the farmers depended for caring for their catitle
through the w.nter could not be harvested. Consequently many of
the cattle died that first winter.

Other early settlers were in 1846 Elijah and Perry Lee who

‘ettled on the farm now owned by William Hohlstein on Eggert Rd.

- One of the Lee daughters, Marilla, became the wife of Thomas
Sanderson and her daughter Isabelle married A.J. McFarlane who
owned the farm now owned by Willis Trapp.

Another early settler was H.R. Clark who owned the Eugene
Bergum farm.

A Norwegian settlement Sprung up in the southwestern pzrt of
the town and & German settlement in the scutheastern part.

TOWNSHIP ESTABLISHED:

clerk of the town of Otsego.

The town was organized at the home of Cornwall Esmond in 184.2.
This home was on, the NW2 of Sec. 15.

Peo,le arriving in Hampden about this time or a bit later
included D wards who lived in a tent on the farm where the
Hampden School now stands. Legend has it that he stuck his wood-
en staffl into the ground and it grew into a tree.

, Prominent farmers of the fifties and sixties included:
C.Rows, H.R.Clark, Clark Hazard, Eli Sowards, Daniel Sowards,
C.C. Tillotson, T.S. Roys, James H. Sutton, John Derr, Pefer Han-
son, 0.J. Oleson and E. Knudson.

In 1865 a 26'x36' town hall was constructed. In addition to

L:Jil e

wn meetings, religlous meetings and funerals were held there.
‘O In 1857, two acres were purchased from Samuel Smith for the
' purpose of burial of the dead.
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POST OFKFICES: : C

In 1847, a post office was established by Alfred Topliff in
what is now Vernon Selje's house. Benjamin Chase was the postmaster.
This postoffice was discontinued in 1865, A post-office was estab-
lished in 1877 with Halvor Halvorson as post master. This would
have been on the farm now owned by Nelden Peterson, This nrabebly
existed until the advent of Rural Free Delivery in 1896, Peobple
in the eastern part of the town.got their mail from the Columbus

Post Office.

SCHOOLS: - '

The first school was established by Alfred Topliff in Sec.
11. Part of Hilda Bell's kitchen is that old school.

A little red schoqlhouse stood on the corner of "N" and
"80", Schools in this time were established within walking
distance for the children of the area. Since this walking
distance was so dmportant the Hasey Road came into being. When
the James Hasey children, who lived where Cusper Gilbertson
lives now, were old enough. to go to school Mr. Hagey petitioned
to have 'a road lailid from what is now known as Hall Road to
Highway 60, Without this rocad, the children would have had to go
all the way arolind on Hall Road to "N" and then to the school.
The petition was granted even though the road all came off the
Hasey land insteadh of half off one farm and half off the other.

Rural schools existing until 1955 were Nelson, built in 1240
after old one burned, Sutton, Sharpee, Fairbanks, John Hampden,
and Haslam. By 1955, they were down to three and in 1960 they
were nll closed with the zdvent of the Hampden School.

CHURCHES:

The first church service was held in the town of Hampden
with the Rev. Rueben Bates preaching the first sermon.

The only church edifice wver built in the town of Hampden
was built in 1883 and dedicated on Jan. 16, 1884, It replaced
the old Gruavel KRN which stbod on the boundary line bewween
Otsego and Hampden and was torn down in 1891. Methodist in
denomination the church was served by pastors from Fall River.

A twenty stall horse shed, built in 1903, stood behind the
church, but it burned to the ground in either 1817 or 1918,
Services were continued at the church until 120, On

December 11, 1920, the last service was held there--the funeral
service for Fred King, the father of Mrs. Fred Minick who still
owns the property at King's Corner at the intersection of King
Road and County A. Incidentally, Mr. King was a charter member
of the church and contrubuted fifty dollars to 1ts construction.
This was quite a sum in the days of two cent bk and four or
five cents a dozen eggs! )

After the church ceased to serve as a spiritual center for the
town, 1t was sold to Clarence Helgerson who converted it to
a machine shed. Today it still stands as a landmark and memorial
to the sturdy early settlers who cherished it as their church.

A patnsing of the old church painted by Ralph Bluemel of Columbus
hangs on the wall of the new Hampden Town Hall so that forthcoming
generations will know that Hampden once had a spiritual center
even though 1t 1s no longer used as such.
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- - In the early days and well into
were located in various places in the town. Farmers hauled their

the whey to fatten
i1k to factories ip milk wagons and hauled home t
?heir hogs. Later trucks replaced the wagons and truckers were
nired by the farmers to pick up their milk. These trucks were
equipped with whey tanks and the farmers recelved their proportion-

te share of whey each day. )
: To my knowledge there were the following cheese factories:

Quaker Hill-now occupied as a dwelling by Inez Crochet and her
family. '

HAMPDEN-now occupled by a Peterson fami}y.
Tﬁere was & creamery on the northwest corner of A and 60 which

wag operated by a Frank Hanson who was the grandfather of Frank
Lueders:of Columbus.

There was also a creamery or cheese factory across from Willis
Damm's. There is still a good usable well there, -

F EED MILLS: ' .
There were two Beed mills in Hampden to which the farmers

. hauled their grists. One was operated by wWillie LinkR across from

the Quaker Hill Cheese Factory. Willie was Eugene and Walter Link's
f ather. This mill was later operated by Wynme McFarlane and was

finally moved to B. Bristol. :
Another mill operated for a time at Hampden Corners.

STORES: .
. In the early days there were two stores. Ope was Bell's

store at the corner of 60 and A where Wesley Timmons now lives.
Many dances and parties were held in the hall above the store.
This store was torn down in about 1921 or 1922 and the material
was used by Chester Tompkins to build the house which now
owned by Henry Harvey. '

The other store was originally known as Brewers store and
was bullt by Milan Brewer, Mrs, Hatlie Hagey&ss father, Here
tes many dances, parties and community affairs were held. After
a series of owners, this store was finally closed and whils heing
used assa dwelling by a Jones family, it burned to the ground and
one of the Jones children perished.

'The only "tavern in the town" also came to a "fiery" end
when the "Hoot" tavern, grocery and filling station was destroyed
by fire a few years ago. In the late twenties, Frank Lang started
a small gasoline station on the NE corner of the A and 60 corner.
When prohibition came to an end he obtained a beer license and
enlerged the place somewhat., The Langs owned 1t until hls failing
health forced its sale, Other owners enlarged it and it became
known as the "Hoot"--a gathering place for the local neighborhood.
With its burning came the end of the only tavern in the town and
also the only filling statlion.

HISTORICAL MARKER:

We may never have had a governor or a president in the
town but we do have an interesting historical marker or
monument in the Hampden Cemetery. This marker reads:

BREWER
Israel C, _ Sarah B.
1797-1873 1801-1u84
Great-grandparents of President Coolidge
Natives of Vermont
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. er lived on the farm now owned by the
N o e s the out came to Wisconsin from

Marvel Lees and as the marker ppints
; i . being one of the oldest of the family,
Vermont. Mrs. Coolidge; Deling e o taay

ver dame to Wisconsin but remained back east.
.:re ’ e purchased and had sent to the cemetery the

redident, Y
hee’ parker which replaced the one that was there.

huge granite mar
Descendants of the elder Brewers now living in the area
include Hattie Brewer Hasey and her three children Harold,

Irene and Floyd.

"TELERHONE EXCBANGE:
All rural telephone exchanges in the early days were

small and locally owned. The early Hampden telephone exchange
was located on the old "Cap" Ford farm now owned by Wayne Moore.
In 1911, the Schlieves moved to the farm and the previous owners
the Hopkins hgd the Leeds telephone exchange in the hbuse, The-
Schlieve'd: daughter, Edna, the late Mrs. Arthur Selje, took over
the operation which &t that time consisted of a wall telephone
with four lines and four levers. Later cams a slightly more
complicated switchboard., Later the switchboard was moved to
Johnson's and then to Peterson's--both on Hampden Corner. In
about 1920, or shortly thereafter, the Hampden Farmers Telephone
Co, was formed and they bought out the Leeds Co. and bought
‘switchboard service from Columbus. Officers of this early compuny
were: President, George Steinbach and H.E.Ott; Secretary, Fred
Hasey; Treasurer, Nick Kranz and after his death Mrs. Mary Kranz
assisted by Margaret Andler and Beatrice Kranz. Linemen for the
company were Herman Stange, Lawrence Lirk, Joe Welsensel Sr. and
erian Welsensel. In the fiftkes, the company was sold to ‘the
irconsin T elephone Co. and another small locally owned business

passed into oblivion.

150 YEAR FARMS:

No history of thettown would be complete without a listing
of the farms that have been in the same family continuously for
100 years or more. I hope I have omitted no one, but if I have

please forgive me. The list ig:

Meland Derr

Sutton ' Damm

Sowards ' Arnold

Hall Trapp, (Rupert)

Bell Fogter

Duborg Fox(Leo Fox and Robert Finger farms)
Clausen (Burke) Trapp (Zeno, estate)

Steinbach (Ott)
May those of us whose roots in Hampden go back 1luQ years
Join with the new residents to make our community one of which we
can be proud. So proud, that when someone asks us where we live
we can reply "Hampden"™ and assure him that Hampden is bpt theiland of
nowhere but a community which we are proud to call home.

(This brief history of Hampden is a resumb of the talk given
at the dedication of the new Hampden Town Hall in Qctober 1972

e Margaret Bell Lee.)
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